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purpose
For Council to note the Planning and Building Compliance Activity Update for the period
1 October to 31 December 2025.

Officer Recommendation

That Council note the Planning and Building Compliance Activity Update for the
period of 1 October to 31 December 2025.

Council is the Responsible Authority under both the Planning and Environment Act 1987
and the Building Act 1993. In this role, Council administers the Planning Scheme and
enforces its requirements to ensure the use and development of land in the municipality
is consistent with the various zones, overlays, provisions. Council also enforces
compliance with conditions of planning permits and other statutory requirements,
including agreements made under section 173 of the Act.

In relation to the Building Act, Council is responsible to administer and enforce the
provisions of the Building Regulations within the municipality. This includes building
safety provisions outlined in the National Construction Code and Council “report and
consent” functions prescribed in the Building Regulations.

Matters for Consideration

Planning Compliance

Request Requests for | Resolved Total active | Infringement | Official
Service during this requests Notices Warnings

period Issued Issued

Quarterly 116 107 171 33 0

1 October -

31 December

25

Year to Date 237 256 171 46 0

1 July - 31

December 25

Council’s Planning Compliance Unit received 116 new requests for service between

1 October and 31 December 2025. The number of requests received was slightly lower
than the previous quarter when 121 requests were received. 107 requests were resolved
by officers during the quarter.

The most common requests received related to contravention of planning permit
conditions, which accounted for 30 percent of the total requests. These requests were
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located generally across the municipality, with the majority being in the central and
south-western parts of Brimbank.

Signage and Home-Based Business complaints were the next most common requests,
each accounting forl8 percent of total requests.

Information on the number of service requests received and Planning Infringement
Notices issued is in Attachment 1. A location map of requests received is in Attachment
2.

Building Compliance:
The following is a summary of the most common matters dealt with by the Building
Compliance team from 1 October to 31 December 2025:

Matter Number Infringements Number Outstanding
investigated and/or Orders resolved number
Issued
Swimming pool 10 21 5 5
barriers

The swimming pool barrier compliance legislation has been in place since 2019 and all
swimming pools that were constructed prior to 30 June 1994 were required to have their
certificates of barrier compliance issued by 1 June 2022. A new certificate is required
every four years thereafter. Officers send out reminder letters to the property owners
three months in advance of when their new certificate is due to remind them of their
obligations and allow them time to have their pools and spas re-inspected and certified.

Matter Number Emergency or Number Outstanding
investigated Building Orders | resolved number
Issued
Boarding house 45 45 20 25
investigations

There has been a substantial increase in the number of unregistered boarding houses
across the municipality over recent years, likely fuelled by the housing shortage and
affordability issues. The conditions in many of these premises are concerning,
particularly due to the complete lack of fire safety systems and/or smoke detectors.
These investigations are complex and resource-intensive and in some cases result in the
displacement of people from unsafe buildings.

Officers from Building Compliance attended 18 emergency call-outs between 1 October
and 31 December 2025. The call-outs included ten house fires, one school fire, two
vehicle impacts into buildings and a number of dangerous structures at risk of collapse.
The work undertaken by officers involved making the sites safe, assisting authorities
performing incident control, contacting property owners, liaising with insurance
companies, ensuring that the sites were secured, and issuing notices or orders. Several
of the structures effected by fire also required demolition.

Community Engagement

Not applicable.

Resource And Risk Implications

Resource requirements can be met within the Annual Budget 2025/2026.

There are no Community, Environmental, Financial, Regulatory or Safety risks identified.
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Legislation/Council Plan/Policy Context

This report supports the Council Plan 2025-2029 strategic direction and objective of:

2. Places
e Public spaces, neighbourhoods and amenity.

This report complies with:

) The Planning and Environment Act 1987 and the Brimbank Planning Scheme
(Planning Scheme).

o The Building Act 1993.

o The Building Regulations 2018.

Council officers contributing to the preparation and approval of this report, have no
conflicts of interests to declare.
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Total Requests for Service
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